Back tothe Future: Arrangementsfor the collection and stor age of
sporting ar chives and accessto them

Slide 1. I ntroduction

| have been asked to speak today about collecting sporting archives and arrangements for their
preservation, storage and access.

Why me?

Asyou have jugt heard, | am an archivigt. | work in the Manuscripts Divison of the Nationa Library
of Scotland. Archivigts are very much aminority professon: when | am asked what | do | am usualy
met with blank looks of incomprehension. Basically, my job isto ensure that archives are preserved
for present and future use by their creating organisations and by the public. Thisinvolves identifying,
collecting and preserving unique materid relating to the history and culture of Scotland. In doing so, |
contribute to the national network of archive care.

Why collect archives?

Archives are the raw materia of history. They contain information for researchers, whether as
evidence of current trends or for historical study. Aswell as preserving materia for podterity,
archivigs provide and promote services to the public that enable and encourage the use of their
collections. It would be impossible to cover everything | do in detail today, but | hope to give you an
overview with specific reference to sporting archives.

Slide 2. National Library of Scotland

For those of you who do not know the NLLS, athough we came into being in 1925 with the passing of
the National Library of Scotland Act, we have a much older history. At that time, the non-legal books
and manuscripts collected by the Advocates Library since the 1680s passed to the nation forming the
core of our collections. So, we have more than 300 years of collecting behind us. The Advocates
Library was aworking, lawvyers library, but from its earliest days, it collected manuscripts. As might
be expected, initidly these were predominantly legd, but very soon the library's interests widened to
cover records of Scotland's history, the church, medieval manuscripts, family and estate papers,
literary archives, political papers. In fact just about anything and everything to do with Scotland's
history and culture. That is, gpart from officia records - these were the province of the Scottish
Records Office, recently renamed the Nationa Archives of Scotland. This dide shows our main
building in George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, where the manuscript collections are housed.

Slide 3. NL S Acquisition policy: general principles

To thisday, the NLS continues the very wide collecting policy started by the Faculty of Advocatesin
the 1680s. Potentidly, we are interested in anything and everything to do with Scotland, its history and
culture, and Scotsmen and women at home and abroad. With such awide collecting policy, it isjust
not possible to give the same emphasisto al areas. Rather, we build on our strengths and fill gaps. If
we dready have materid of anotable individud, afamily, an estate or an organisation we will think
serioudy about acquiring more if it comes our way.



We give priority to unpublished materid over materid that is dready available. If we have to choose
between some thing that is newly discovered, and a manuscript that has been published and so
dready in the public domain, we will opt for the former, dl other things considered.

We make every effort not to compete with other repositories. If we fed materia would be better
placed elsewhere, we advise accordingly. Sometimes, there may be specia circumstances in which
we might take materia even though amore appropriate repository exists. This might be due to lack of
funds or space problems, or perhaps the specific conditions laid down by the owner, which can’t be

met by alocd repostory.

We dso are aware of our responghbilities. The emergence of local archive offices in Scotland has been
much dower than e'sewherein Britain. Until the 1970s they were the exception rather than the rule
and, even now, the network isincomplete. Often, gpart from the Nationa Archives of Scotland and
the NL S there was no repogitory available for individuas or organisations to place their archives.
Consequently, our holdings incdlude much that you might not expect to find in anationd library’s
manuscript collection.

Slide 4. NL S Acquisition policy: sport

As| have dready said because our holdings are so diverse both geographically and in terms of
subjects covered, it isjust not possible or desirable for usto be equaly activein al areas. Asareault,
we have different collecting policies for different areas of interest, one being sporting archives. This
dide shows the section on sport taken from our Acquisition policy statement:

Sport. The Library’s strong interests in this area, particularly in golfing materid, will be
maintained, with particular emphasi's on the papers of nationa sporting organisations, or those
with specia interest for the nationa or internationa history of the sport concerned. Papers of
local sporting bodies will be acquired only in the absence of interest from aloca repogtory.

Why collect sporting archives? Why arewe interested?

Until recently, the higtory of sport in Britain was very much aminority interest, but with the growth in
popularity of socia history, sport and leisure have emerged as serious subjects of study, and are now
recognised as important parts of our culture and history. Sporting archivesin their many different
guises are conddered important as evidence. Materid that might once have been discarded or
overlooked is now recognised as worthy of retention.

Slide 5. What are sporting ar chives?

At this stage | should state what | mean by sporting archives. My definition of the term is very wide.
Sporting archives might be:

papers of individua sportsmen or women
records of a porting organisations
records of the governing body of a sport
records relating to a sporting event
miscellaneous ephemera

I"d like now to look at each category in alittle more detail.



Slide 6. Papers of sportsmen and women

Records |eft by sportsmen and women are scattered throughout our holdings. Some have beenin the
Library for centuries as part of the Advocates collections. The Faculty of Advocates did not
ddiberately set out to collect sporting archives but agood ded came to them coincidentally as part of
family, estate or persona archives. Others are important manuscripts in their own right.

We know that by the mid-18th century, the Advocates held some important sources for the history of
gport in Scotland. These include the diary of James Mélville. Dating from 1574, thisis one of the
earliest known records to mention golf. There are lso mountaineering diaries, accounts of cricket
matches, and a great ded on field sports. Albelt unwittingly, the Advocates Library laid the
foundations for our interest in sport.

As| sad earlier, NLS continues thiswide collecting policy. With extensive holdings of persona
papers, and archives of mgor families and estates, we have much of interest for the study of sport and
leisure. The image shown hereis from Katharine Ellice' sillustrated journd of ayachting holiday off the
West Coast of Scotland in the 1850s, part of the Ellice of Invergarry family archive. Other persond
papers with sporting interest might be correspondence, account books, or working papers perhaps
relating to abook, to give but afew examples.

Slide 7. Records of sporting organisations

After the Second World War the NLS, like many other ingtitutions, saw a change in the type of
meaterid being offered to it. Persona and family material continues to arrive, but in addition we are
now offered the archives of businesses and organisations. In our case, these include severa sporting
organisations. The records of the Scottish Mountaineering Club, the Camanachd Association and for
atime the Scottish Footbal | Association archive dl cameto the Library. (Sadly for us, the latter was
taken back by the SFA when they were given lottery funding to set up the Scottish Footbal Museum
at the new Hampden Stadium in the mid 1990s.

Records of sporting organisations tend to include a number of types of key documents:

Minute Books - usualy the most important records crested by an organisation. They are the
permanent records of decisions taken by the officers of the Club. They may include information about
important events in the Club’s history, the opening of new buildings, aterations to courses, names of
members, results of competitions, and financid records. Even if everything eseis thrown away,
minutes tend to survive. They should be kept permanently as the record of principa management
decisons and events. Many sporting clubs have only one chronologica series of minutes but larger
more complicated organisations may have separate volumes perhaps for buildings, courses or
competitions.

M eeting paper s Supporting papers to the minutes should aso be preserved as they often give
information not recorded in the minutes. Meeting papers may include reports and lists of committee
members. Usualy they are produced in bulk for al board or committee members. Only one copy
needs to be kept.

Annual Reportsor Year Books. If the organisation is aregistered company, there should be a
series of Annua Reports in which the Directors report on the year’ s activities. These records may aso
include lists of members and photographs. These should be kexpt.

Directors files. May include important correspondence.
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Financial records A wide range of accounting and financia records may be created: balance sheets,
audit papers, ledgers, journds, days books, invoices, cash books, bank pass books, cheque books,
etc. especidly if the organisation is abusiness or hasits own Club House. There may well be
duplication of information here and decisions have to be taken about what should and should not be

kept.
Registers of Clubs and individuals may have been kept, and possibly also of competitions.
Programmes of events organised.

Property records. Many sporting organisations own red etate. Their archive may includetitle
deeds, supporting legal documents, rentals, plans, architectura drawings, photographs of property
and insurance records.

Photographs. Thisis one of an extensve series of photographs in the Scottish Mountaineering Club's
archive.

Slide 8. Recor ds of sporting Clubs and Societies

Although we have a particular interest in the records of nationa sporting organisations, we dso have
the archives of a number of Clubs and Societies. The Royd Highland Y acht Club, the Edinburgh
Skating Club, the Mortonhal Curling Club, Lothians Coursing Club, and Grange Cricket Club to
name but afew. Golf clubs are strongly represented including the Honourable Company of Edinburgh
Golfers, arguably the world's oldest golf club. Although geographically our remit covers the whole of
Scotland, given that we are based in Edinburgh the concentration of materid relating to east centra
Scotland isto be expected.

Many of the records you can expect to find in Club archives will be smilar to those of the nationa
organisations - minute books, financid records etc.

Members' records. These may include applications, proposal books and lists of members.

Operation If the Club exigts to organise events, then there may be competition regigters, lists of
entrants, related correspondence, photographs and promotiona materid including posters and
programmes, vistors books. Registers should be kept as should correspondence, after weeding out
the routine. One copy only of al programmes and posters is necessary. Photographs may be bulky
and routine but are often of greet significance in Club life as records of events, teams and venues.
They should not be discarded lightly. The socid sde of Club lifeis often of great importance: this can
give rise to awhole series of recordsincluding menu cards, song sheets and visitors books. This
Image shows one of the highly decorated 19th century menu cards for the Edinburgh Skating Club's
annud dinner.

Staff records. These can include wages and salaries books, personnd registers and files, penson
records, training records, and health and safety records.

Other records Clubs often generate various histories, published or not.

Slide 9. Major sporting events

Asyou know, important sporting events generate huge quantities of records. The Commonwesdlth
Gamesis one example. A long established event of more local significance but till important, are the
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Keso Races. The image shown hereis of the programme for a meeting in the early-nineteenth
century. Records of such events may include smilar materid to that found in the papers of any other

gporting organisation:

minutes and board papers, articles of association, policy documents and financia records. Inevitably,
there will be large quantities of ephemerd records, such as posters and lesflets for publicity,
programmes for vistors and photographs of competitors and :he event itself.

So far, | have only mentioned traditiona paper archives, but increasingly we are faced with arange of
different formatsincluding audio-visud broadcasts, and dectronic information such as email or web
pages, al of which present their own problems beyond the scope of agenerd paper such asthis.

Slide 10. What else?

Thisiswhat | termed earlier * miscellaneous ephemera :

[lluminated manuscripts may include sporting scenes as margindia. Paintings, drawings and sketches,
photographs, and even poetry can aso be consdered sporting archives. These are just afew
examples. Theilludration here is by Arthur Elliot and is one of only afew known images of golferson
Mussdlburgh links in the 1880s.

Slide 11. How do we acquir e sporting ar chives?

There is no doubt that, if we sat back and waited, we would receive some materid. Our reputation as
custodians of the nation’s heritage means that some owners come to us of their own accord, but much
more arrives when we take the initiative. This may be through our outreach programme or as aresult
of actively identifying and contacting owners of materid.

Slide 12. Reputation

The NLS is known as a mgor archive repository. Undoubtedly, this has a snowball effect. Owners of
materia often goproach us with requests for help in caring for their materid. Triggers may be concerns
that historical material should be kept in the correct conditions, that it should be catalogued, or that it
should be publicly available. Sometimes amove to new premises results in the discovery of previoudy
forgotten material. On other occasions, the motivating factor is Smply the need for space for current
records.

Our reputation also stands us in good stead with other repositories. Materid is transferred to us when
other indtitutions fed we are a more appropriate home than they could be. The Lothians Coursing
Club archive (part of which is shown here) was passed to us by the National Museums of Scotland
after the family of aformer secretary approached them for advice about the Club’s records.

Word of mouth isimportant. Often one deposit leads to another. Recommendations put in for us by
the Scottish Mountaineering Club have been the source of papers of severad Scottish mountaineers.

The Sligachan Hotel Vistors Book isan example of this. This Skye hotel has been a popular place
for climbersto stay since the late-nineteenth century. The entriesin the Vistors Book often include
Illustrated accounts of climbs by well-known mountaineers.



Slide 13. Outreach

Our active outreach programme aso helps. We give talks to loca organisations, take parties round
the Library, and mount exhibitions— these can be displays of materid in the Library, photographic
versons that travel around the country, or online exhibitions. Occasiondly, we publish books about
our holdings. Our strong interest in golf developed because of an exhibition of sporting archives
‘Scotland at Play’ in the late 1980s and a subsequent book ‘A Swing Through Time: Golf in Scotland,
1457-1743 . Thisled to anumber of speaking engagements. Severa golf club archives cameto us
directly asareault of this publicity. One being the North Berwick Golf Club archive. This dide shows
one of the Club’s minute books.

Slide 14. Actively target owners

Often we are proactive. If we know of an important archive not in arepository we may decide to
contact the owner setting out what we can offer. We explain the significance of archives as records of
culturd activity, and give an indication of the range of materid we hold, much as | have done here. We
mention the need to keep archives in the correct environmenta conditions, and point out that placing
their records in arepository may free much needed storage space. We offer professond staff to
gppraise, identify, sort, arrange and ligt the archive. We mention our enquiry service and our
supervised manuscripts reading room for consulting materid. Findly, we say thet thisisdl free. There
are aways those who prefer to keep their own records and this istheir prerogative, but many others
do take us up on the offer.

Slide 15. On what terms do we acquire manuscripts?
We acquire materia in anumber of different ways

Purchase

Occasondly, we buy materid though, | have to say, very little relating to sport. Sometimes we buy
from individuas by private treaty, sometimes from dedlers. Generdly, purchases tend to be for
important Sngle manuscripts. Books of Hours, letters of famous Scots, materid relating to the
Jacobites or other particularly emoative topics in Scotland' s history, find their way into the sale rooms
more often than archiva collections. That said, just about anything related to golf is extremely sdegble.
If we are rarely approached about purchasing golf manuscripts it is because we can't afford it.
Football is showing signs of going the same way.

Donation.

Occasiondly, owners present their archive to the Library as an outright gift. We a so receive materid
as bequests and occasionally papers cometo usin lieu of desth duties. In these cases, the owner
makes over hisrights of ownership in the manuscripts themsdaves to the Library, subject to any
conditions that may be agreed at he time. Donation tends to happen more often with materid
belonging to individuds than to the records of organisations. Thisis probably because committee
members are temporary custodians rather than owners and are reluctant to take irrevocable decisons.
Most donated Club recordsin the Library are those of disbanded organisations. The archive of the
Edinburgh Skating Club dating back to the 1780s, is good example of this. When the Club folded in
the 1960s, the committee |ooked for a suitable home for the archive and approached us.

| have left deposit to last, as | want to consder thisin alittle more detail.



Slide 16. Deposit

Mogt Clubs archives come to us on deposit. By deposit | mean along-term loan. Materid held on
deposit is cared for in the same way as papers belonging to the Library, but the depositor retains
ownership and can remove materia if he wishesto. In the past, deposits tended to be accepted on
very liberd terms, but in recent years owners have deposited materid only to later take it away onceit
has been sorted and listed. This has led to agreements setting out the terms and conditions of deposit,
becoming commonplace. These agreements safeguard the interests of the depositor as well asthe

repository.

Deposit agreements

Period of deposit. We usudly request aminimum period of years for a deposit and reasonable notice
of withdrawd. Aswe are committing taxpayers money we do not want to spend alot of gaff time
and effort sorting, arranging materid and producing finding aids, and paying storage costs, only to find
the papers are taken awvay Sx months later. If materid isto be withdrawn for sde, the Library should
be given fird refusd.

Inventory. We agree to keep the archive separatdly, to identify, sort, arrange and describe it (i.e.
produce afinding aid) just as we do for materid belonging to us.

Appraisal. Not dl materid isworthy of long-term preservation. Accordingly, we like to get the
owners consent for disposal of low-grade materid.

Insurance. We agree a vauation with the owner and arrange cover under the government indemnity
scheme.

Storage. We agree to store the materid in the same conditions as materia belonging to the Library.

Access. We agree to make the archive available to bona fide readers in our supervised manuscripts
reading room.

Copies. Under the Copyright Act, 1988, we are able to make one copy of unpublished materia for
research purposes unless the copyright owner has expressy forbidden this.

Publication and exhibition. We agree not to process any requests for publication or exhibition
without firgt seeking the owner’s permission.

These are the generd terms, but we are dways willing to discuss specific requirements.

Slide 17. What happens next?

Once the formdlities have been completed and is agreed materid isto cometo the Library, we can
move on to the practicalities.

Generdly, we will dready have seen the materid before we agree to take it. It may be that things are
graightforward and we need smply to make arrangements for collection. BUT it may be that
gppraisa isrequired.

Records are bulky and often of short-term value. If the archive is that of a mgor sporting event such
as the Commonwed th Games the answer is most likely, yes, it does need gppraisd. Thetwo
Edinburgh Games of the 1970s and 1980s are no exception. Mg or sporting events generate huge
amounts of information - at the time, during, and after the event. Asis the case with any organisation,



the records will contain information for the organisation’ s management, administration and future
planning. Information say about transporting athletes from the competitors' village to the stadium will
be generated and be vita to the smooth running of the event a the time, but isit redly necessary to
keep it for posterity? Records are bulky. They soon accumulate and fill up space that can’t be spared.
Much of this materid is often only of short-term vaue but some will hold important informetion for
researchers. As avery rough guide, archives might represent between 5 and 10 per cent of thetotd
documentation created but every case hasto be treated on its merits.

Guidelinesfor appraisal

Isthereevidential value?

Do the records contain information on the origin, structure, procedures and important functions of the
organisation?

Isthe material till current or semi-current?
Thisisnot likely to be the case with mgor sporting events but is something to be aware of with Club
records.

Arethereduplicates?
Isthe information available anywhere dse? Even if it isin summary form dsawhere there may be a
case for disposal

Isit confidential?

If materid is highly confidentid especialy about individuas, retention needs to be judtified. If itisto be
kept then safeguards must be put in place so that accessis restricted aslong as is necessary. One
consderation should be the Data Protection Act, 1998, which now extends to paper records as well
as dectronic databases. It coversdl living persons, but there are exclusons for materia, which if kept
for its historical significance if not likely to cause damage or digtress to the persons mentioned. Isthe
archive the data controller or the data processor? This makes a difference asto who is responsible for
what. Alongside Data Protection, we must so be aware of Freedom of Information and the rights of
individuas to know what information is being held about them.

Isthe material islow grade? What condition isit in?
If low-grade materid isin very poor condition and does not justify the cost of preservation, it may be
discarded.

Delivery

Generdly, archive gaff arrange for the packing and collection of materid. This can be very dirty and
heavy work. Protective clothing is often necessary - we usudly take overals, gloves and dust masks
with us. Materid is then packed into strong boxes and skips and transported to the Library in our own
vehicles

But...

Of course there are exceptions. We sometimes find people arrive in the Library totaly unannounced
bearing minute books, €tc., in polythene bags and cardboard boxes. Occasiondly, piles of papers are
left anonymoudy at Reception. This, of course, makes it rather difficult to keep records. While, we
don’t like to look a gift horse in the face, we prefer to have well-documented accessions.



Slide 18. Processing the archive

Once materid arives a the Library it is recorded in the Accesson Regigter. Thisisarunning record
of materia received. Each new consignment brought in from one source on one occasion regardless of
whether it is a angle document or an entire archive is conddered as an accesson and given an
identifying number. The Accesson Regigter should include:

Date of accession

Accession number

Brief description of type of records, covering dates and quantity

Source

Space for remarks about cataloguing status, condition, power to destroy etc

The Accesson Regiger isindexed regularly and quarterly lists of recent accessions are sent to the
Nationa Regigter of Archives. An abbreviated form of these lists gppearsin our Annual Report. If the
new accesson condsts of asingle or very few items this may be as far aswe go in producing finding
ads until we are ready to cataogue in detall. Treatment of entire archives and large collections is very
different. Without a detailed list or inventory we would have no clear idea of what an archive conssts
of, it would be difficult to find any specific item, and impractica to provide access to readers.

As soon as possible after its arriva staff unpack the archive. In the process we do some basic
preservation work: opening up folded materid and flattening it. Ironmongery - paper clips, pins- and
eladtic bandsis removed at this stage. If urgent repair work or fumigation is required our in-house
Preservetion Saff are caled in.

In the course of unpacking we gtart to identify, sort, arrange and describe the materid. Thefirst
important principle of archive arrangement is that records must be listed according to their provenance
(thet is according to the organisation or individual that crested them). Records of different
organisations or creators should not be mixed, nor should the records of departments within theat
organisation be merged. Attempting to group by record types (for example putting al the minutes or
al the ledgersfor different organisations together) just causes confusion. The same gppliesto
correspondence files. Here, it is vitaly important to understand who assembled the file and why.
When liging | usudly ask mysdlf aseries of questions as | consder each item. Who created this? Why
isthis here? How does it relate to the other materid in the archive? If the archivist does not observe
provenance the evidentid vaue of the archiveis serioudy compromised.

The temptation to merge records of separate organisationsin one large catalogue by subject should
a0 beresged. Archives dmogt invariably contain information on numerous subjects no maiter why
they were compiled. The subject that might gppear important to one cataloguer might seem trivid to
another. The records of a Cricket club may contain information on the local history and economy of
the area and even on labour reations. Arranging by provenance makes it easer to subject index the
archive later.

The other important principle of archive arrangement is that the original order should be retained. This
isredly provenance a alower level. Provenance ensures an organisation’ s records are kept asa
group, origina order ensures that the origina arrangement and the relationships between records are
maintained. This means that if an organisation kept records in sequences, say a series of minute books
or ledgers, these will be retained or they will be restored where series have become disarranged. The
same appliesto files or bundles of loose papers. If it is clear they have been kept together for areason
they should not be split up. An archivist would only attempt to impose order on an archive when it has
become completed muddled or so disarranged that the original order cannot be identified.
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Before garting to lig, it is helpful to have some idea of what records you should expect to find in that
particular type of archive and to devise a basc classfication scheme asaguide. That sad, every
archive is unique and organisations may have created records found in nowhere ese. Every archive
has to be treated on its own merits.

Archival description

Once you have identified the materia, sorted and arranged it, you then have to describe it and number
it. The British archivd community has been much dower than libraries to Sandardise description. Even
now, individua repositories cling to house styles that have evolved over decades. It is only now that
automation is becoming more common and the prospect of a national archive network of at least
collection level descriptions is more than a pipe dream, that red progressis being made.

The materia should then be placed in acid-free folders and boxes and the reference numbers marked
on theitems themsalves as well asthe files and boxes. The archiveis now ready to moveto the
strongroom where materid is stored.

Slide 19. The strong room

As archives are unique they require an exceptiond level of protection. The object of agood
srongroom is to ensure the permanent preservation of the materid placed there in the best possible
condition. It will elther be purpose built or purpose converted and should conform to BS5454:2000,
the British Standard for the Storage and Exhibition of Archival Documents. All archive repositories
are subject to inspection and approva by the Historical Manuscripts Commission.

The basic requirement is for arobust, secure structure, able to carry substantial. loads. Records are
usudly stored on adjustable shelving in fixed bays with dleyways wide enough for trolleysto pass
eadly between them. Mobile shelving is often used as this can provide up to twice as much storage
capacity in the same space. This does have disadvantages in that |oad bearing capacity of the floor
must be much greeter, air cannot circulate as freely, speed and ease of accessis reduced, it ismore
expensive, ismore likely to mafunction, and cannot cope with documents that hang over the edges of
shelves. Thisisimportant, as documents do not come in sandard shapes and Sizes.

The strongroom should provide a stable environment with protection againgt threets from water, fire,
light, unsuitable atmospheric conditions, dirt, dust, mould, vermin, insects, thieves and vandas.

Materid should be easy to find, withdraw and replace.

Slide 20. Access: thereading room

The archive is now safely in the stored in the strongroom - and is available for consultation. High
dandards of care are important when making materid available.

Unless the owner of a deposited collection has restricted access, our policy isto make materia
available in our supervised manuscripts reading room to al bona fide researchers, but we insst on
Seeing acceptable identification before admission. Passports, driving licences, matriculation cards or
identification card from anationa organisation as al acceptable.

Researchers are then asked to sign the reader’ s ticket gpplication form, which includes the Library’s
regulations, before being issued with areader’ sticket. They are asked to leave outer coats, umbrellas
and large bags in the cloakroom before entering the reading rooms. Once in the manuscripts reading
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room they have a short interview with amember of the professona staff so that we can be sure they
know of al materid we have they should see. They then go through to the reading area, which, you
see here. We have additiond regulations here over and above those in our General Reading Room:
pencil only must be used, volumes must be read using specidly made foam supports, and only a
limited quantity of materid isissued a once. That said, we aim to provide a congenid amosphere for
research, to be helpful and welcoming and to asss rather than hinder our readersin their research, It
is never wise to be complacent, but given the high satisfaction levels recorded in recent reader
surveys, | like to think we succeed.

Slide 21. Access. Remote users

Aswadl providing access in the reading room we offer an information service and answer numerous
enquiries by letter, fax email and telephone. We are not able to undertake research for enquirers,
rather we tell them where they should look whether in our holdings or € sewhere and what they should
expect to find.

We are ds0 involved in outreach to make our holdings better known. | mentioned earlier exhibitions,
talks and publications - increasingly, we are looking to digitise our holdings. So far, sport has not been
involved, but with the drive to provide materid for lifelong learning and the peoples network in
electronic form, sporting archives would seem obvious candidates. Recently, one of our most precious
medieva manuscripts, The Murthly Hours, was made available eectronically. This dide shows a page
from this book of hours. Note the archer shooting at birds in the border - is this another sporting
archive?

Conclusion

The NLS has extensive holdings of porting archives. Thisis an important area of our collecting policy
and will continue to be s0. Asyou have seen, our definition of sporting archivesiswide: they can be
records of a sporting event or of aclub, the papers of a sportsman or woman, or an illuminated
manuscript. These records are fully integrated with the rest of our holdings and arrangements for their
care are much the same as for other materia held here. Sporting archives are important as evidence
for our culture and higtory. | hope what | have said today will have given you an insght into necessary
arrangements for their collection and storage and for access to them.
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